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I am currently a caseworker for Oriana House, Inc, Electronic Monitoring 
Program. My job duties involve providing case management for adults and 
juveniles in the penal system. I mostly meet with people on the daily basis, and 
maintain an open dialogue with the referring court to ensure compliance with 
our program rules. On rare occasion, I install monitoring equipment, testify in 
court, prepare paperwork for audits and test equipment. 
 
 

Q. Why did you decide to get a Master’s in English? 
 
My undergraduate degree is in English and I enjoy both writing and reading. 
The long is, I thought it could help me in my current job duties, as a majority of 
my communication with courts, probation, etc. is done in written form.  It was 
also my hope that I could engage in more creative work; whether in my current 
position or with something new. 
 
 

Q. How will the degree help you in your current position? 
 
In my current position, it will increase marketability. It will help me streamline 
my correspondences with the court and become more efficient. 
 
 

Q. Why did you opt to go part-time instead of full-time? 
 
The decision to go part-time instead of full-time was based on my work schedule 
and need to be accessible to the court and my clients during the day. I work 
long hours on most days, and I did not feel I would have been able to dedicate 
the time I desired to my studies or my job. I generally take two classes a 
semester, allowing myself time to complete all tasks without getting burned out. 
 
 

Q. From beginning to end, how long will your Master’s take you to 
complete? 
 
I started in Fall 2010 and will be finished in Spring 2013, so 2 1/2 years 
basically. No summer classes as of yet. 
 
 

Q. What advice would you give someone who’s unsure whether s/he 
should go part-time or full-time? 
 
I would suggest they evaluate their schedule and how furthering their education 
will affect other aspects of their lives. Because the classes require a high level of 
dedication and focus, any person considering pursing a Master's degree should 
be aware of how much they can handle. 
 
 

Q. Is there anything else you would like to say? 
 
Nope, not really. Thanks for the opportunity to express myself and how my 
academic career and professional career fit together. And also, to any 
perspective student, don't quit on your dreams or aspirations just because you 

cannot commit to going to school full-time. 
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